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THE  EVOLUTION  OF  STREET  PREACHING 
From  Ancient  Public  Squares 

To  Modern  Street  Corners 

 

STREET PREACHING HAS BEEN A cornerstone of evangelism since ancient times. Its roots can be traced 

back to the public squares of biblical days, where prophets and disciples proclaimed God’s word. 

In the Bible, Jesus taught in the open air, on a mountain side, by a well, along a seacoast, and wherever 

he encountered people. The apostles continued this tradition, spreading the Christian message 

throughout the Roman Empire, often in the face of jail time, persecution, and even death. 

As Christianity spread, street preaching found new strength during the Protestant Reformation. 

Reformers, barred from Catholic churches, took to the streets to share the gospel message. This period 

saw the rise of open-air preachers who used public spaces to reach those outside the traditional 

denominational setting. 

Street preaching gained momentum during the Evangelical Revivals, with people like John Wesley and 

George Whitefield drawing large crowds in open fields, far exceeding the capacity of any building of 

their time. Their passionate preaching played a pivotal role in the growth of Methodism and other 

Protestant denominations. 

Moving into the modern era, street preaching has adapted to the changing landscapes of cities and 

communities. Today, street corners have become the public squares, where preachers continue to share 

the gospel and warnings with the masses. Despite the challenges of a more secular world and the 

diverse views on religion, street preaching remains a dynamic form of evangelism and perhaps the most 

effective way of keeping the name and message of Jesus before the majority who would otherwise live 

their lives without any thought of Jesus. 

The hour is near, the darkness spreads 

The gospel's light seems nearly dead 

Where are those covered by the crimson flow? 

Where are those Christ commands to go? 
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