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THE RAPTURE:  ONLY  THREE  VERSES 

 

THERE ARE ONLY THREE VERSES in the Bible that explicitly speaks of the rapture. Each of these 
verses shows that the rapture takes place after the last trumpet is blown.  These verses are: 

• 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52 -- "Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." 
 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17 -- "For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord." 
 
 

• Matthew 24:30,31 --  "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other." 

Notice that in the first two verses the Apostle Paul is clear when the rapture will take place.  1 
Corinthians is clear that the rapture will take place "at the last trumpet...."  1 Thessalonians adds 
that this is the day when "the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God."  Both of these verses are also clear concerning the order 
of the rapture:  1) those who are dead in Christ will rise to Christ first; 2) those who remain alive on 
earth will be raptured to Christ after the dead are raised.  The third verse does not give us insight into 
the order of the rapture, but relates the fact that a rapture will happen when people are taken out of 
the earth as they go about their day to day activity.  How the rapture takes place is revealed when 
Jesus tells us that "he will send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." (Matthew 24:31) 

In 1 Corinthians, 1 Thessalonians, and Matthew 24:31 it is related that a trumpet, specifically the last 
trumpet, will immediately precede the rapture of God's people.  This is a major revelation into when 
the rapture will take place!  The trumpets refer to the seven trumpets of Revelation 8-11.  These 
trumpets are the last judgments to be poured out upon the earth before the hour of God's judgment 
takes place. (Revelation 14:7)  The last trumpet is the seventh trumpet.  When it is blown, the 
kingdoms of this world are given to Christ. (Revelation 11:15)  This event does not happen until after 
the Antichrist is revealed and God's people have gone through the great tribulation as revealed in 
Revelation 6.  The book of Revelation is written chronologically with one set of judgments not 
appearing until the previous set of judgments have completed.  This is revealed in the seven 
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trumpets coming out of the seventh seal (Revelation 8:1,2,6); and the seven vials coming out of the 
seventh trumpet. (Revelation 11:15; 15:1;16:1) 

The conclusion of the matter: the rapture of God's people is a fact and will take place when Christ 
returns after the antichrist is revealed, the great tribulation has killed most of God's people, and 
Christ's judgments have been poured out.  This event will take place right before God releases His 
one hour of judgment upon all those who do not place their trust in Him.  God's people will be spared 
from this hour of judgment but will go through the great tribulation of the Antichrist and the trumpet 
judgments of Christ. 

Great troubles will soon be upon everyone who belongs to God.  Prayer and the searching of God's 
word should consume each of us in these last of the last days. 
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